REHABILITATION OF KANDYAN 
DANCING 


Ceylon Observer’s Speech 


i R. Noeyal Peiris, an observer from Ceylon, 
in his address to the Dance Seminar, 
said: 


Mr. Chairman and Friends, before I read 
my paper on the Kandyan dances, I wish 
to thank Shrimati Kamala Devi on _ behalf 
of the dancers of Ceylon for having invited 
Ceylon to send a deputation to this Dance 
Seminar organised by the Sangeet Natak 
Akademi, and also the Indian Government for 
helping such a venture ; also I must thank the 
Ceylonese High Commissioner in India, who 
is present here in this Seminar, for his help in 
this behalf. 


The first attempt to rehabilitate the Kandyan 
dances was taken by a few of us, including 
Guru Guneya. He was the first President of 
the Ceylonese Art Council. This attracted a 
large number of artists in the country, especial- 
ly expert dancers and a dancing school was 
started. Guru Guneya has been throughout 
with us to help us with his expert knowledge 
and in initiating quite new forms which depicted 
the movement, butterflies, etc. 


Lengthy Recitals 


Generally we found that our dance recitals 
were far too lengthy and involved repetition of 
movements and songs. And also we felt that a 
dance should be such that the audience should 
maintain their interest in the dance as well as 
the dancers rather than leave the performance 
completely bored and fed up. Therefore, we 
had to make certain modifications suiting to 
modern audiences but still maintaining our 
traditional art. What we are going to show 
you today is a copy of the small selection from 
the several dance forms we have in Ceylon. 
Now kindly permit me to read my paper on 
Kandyan Dances and show you some items of 
Kandyan Dances. 


In another speech at the concluding session 
of the Seminar, Mr. Noeyal Peiris said : 


It has been a great pleasure for us to have 
come to this Seminar. I think this is the first 
time that we have had the opportunity of com- 
ing to a seminar like this. ] thank the Sangeet 
Natak Akademi, its Chairman and the Vice- 
Chairman for extending us their invitation. 


Akademi’s Work Praised 


I feel that it has been a great honour that 
has been given to Ceylon and for us to come 
and participate in this discussion. It has 
given us immense pleasure. The work that 
has been done by this Akademi, I find is a 
great encouragement to us in Ceylon. We 
know that Ceylon lacked many things like this. 
The Government has now taken a lot of trouble 
in starting a cultural policy anda lot of work 
is being done. But still we have not got such 
research work that has been done by the 
Indian artists. 


We have got so many forms of dancing—not 
only Kandyan, mask dances—mask dances 
which portray history, and then puppet shows, 
and various other things. Well, next time, if 
we get an opportunity, I think we will be 
able to enlighten you with much more details 
and in a far better way than what I have been 
able to do by reading this paper to you. 


“Learnt A Lot’’ 


Ithank you very much for the patient 
hearing you have given to my paper and the 
demonstrations. We have learnt a lot ourselves 
from what we saw and heard here, of the dance 
of India. I once again thank the organisers 
of this Akademi for having sent us this invita- 
tion—also on behalf of Ceylon and on behalf 
of the dancers. 


16 


